
 

 
 

Friday 5th June 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Black Lives Matter 

I hope you are well and that the change in the weather to a more usual English summer has not 
affected you too much. Before I come onto Manchester Academy business, I want to express my 
support for the protests going on around the world following the horrific murder of George Floyd. As 
a white, English person I have not experienced the racism which still plagues both American and 
British culture but I know that it blights the lives of BAME people every day – including many of our 
students and their families. I am passionate about making Manchester Academy an exceptional 
school which provides an amazing education for all our students, regardless of ethnicity, religion, 
heritage, how long you have lived in the UK, whatever sexuality you identify as, whatever learning 
difficulties you face or how academic you are. Schools all over the country have been watching our 
Manchester Magic challenges with celebrity endorsements – making Moss Side a centre of 
education. 

Yet I know that, despite many of our students achieving amazing grades, racism still presents 
significant hurdles to them achieving their dreams. This has to be challenged by us all, every day. 
Manchester Academy does not always get it right but we will keep listening and improve. 
Manchester Academy has students from all around the world, working hard together in harmony. 
Our students prove every day that the future should be better. I know that many of our students will 
be inspiring leaders who will take their education and personalities and go out and change the world 
so no-one will ever doubt again that black lives matter and that racism is a cancer which destroys 
societies. Our students inspire me and we will work tirelessly to get them the grades they need but 
also champion their talents so that they have every opportunity to change the world, without racism 
blocking their path. There is a long way to go but Manchester Academy will continue to present an 
emblem of the world coming together to make something powerful and united. 

Return to Manchester Academy for Y10 

I wrote to Y10 parents and carers earlier in the week, to let them know that Y10 are able to return to 
Manchester Academy, in a limited way from Monday 15th June. Thanks to all of you who have 



   
 

 

responded to this, there has been a mixture of emotions – some students are glad that at last they 
can return to school, others nervous about coming back. This range of emotions is understandable. 
Attached below is a picture of B1, Ms Murphy’s room, set up for the return with all student desks 
spaced out to ensure two metre social distancing – you can see why we can only have small numbers 
of students in at any one time.  

 

When Y10 return, students will need to come back in full school uniform and ensure between each 
week students attend that the uniform is washed.  

Y10 students will receive a letter next week which outlines which day your son/daughter is in school 
and all the other key information that you will need when returning. Ms Henzell, Ms Abela and I 
have been in school this week putting final touches to the student ‘bubbles’ students will be working 
in and it was great to see all your photos spread out around Ms Henzell’s classroom. It made us even 
more excited to see the students come back to school. 

Online learning developments 

Some students have not been logging in to online lessons this week, following the half-term break – 
it’s vital that all students attend every day. Manchester Academy is one of the few state schools in 
Manchester offering all students a daily online timetable: we are determined that students won’t fall 
behind despite the pandemic preventing them attending school. We have listened to your feedback 
and are going to make further improvements to the online experience for all children: 



   
 

 

• More lessons will now be taught ‘live’ - where the teacher is talking directly to the class and 
responding live to student queries. Students have told us that this improves their enjoyment 
of lessons 

• From week beginning June 22nd, we are planning to add in an additional lesson every day to 
the online timetable so all students get three lessons per day. We introduced the current 
timetable of two lessons a day to support students who were fasting during Ramadan. The 
new timetable will have lessons at 9.30, 11.30 and 1.30 and it will mean students can study 
more subjects 

• We are awaiting a delivery of additional laptops to support students who struggle to get 
online and complete their lessons 

Manchester Magic 

Please keep in touch with us on social media on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook – you will also 
have seen some staff TikToks this week: a platform I know many of the students spend a lot of time 
on! We have new challenges next week and the teachers enjoy competing against each other but 
usually your entries are far better. Watch Ms Patel throwing down some impressive dance moves 
and some slightly less perfect moves from the rest of us! 

Well-being and keeping fit 

I am sure that like most of us, your son/daughter experience ups and downs in terms of their moods 
– some days positive, others feeling down and a bit blue. I know some students have been working 
out and keeping fit, others have struggled to be motivated to keep active. Some physical exercise 
can improve student mood as well as making you feel happier. If you would like to talk to a member 
of staff or our counsellor about support for your son/daughter please let me or your child’s Director 
of Culture and Character know and we’ll get in touch. 

Important Information about Parental Communication 

We are sending school communication via our new school app Weduc, can you please ensure you 
download the App so you can be kept up to date with all important information. We will send your 
enrolment codes via email or SMS. Please can you follow the instructions to download Weduc. There 
is more information about it on our website: https://www.manchester-
academy.org/parents/weduc-parent-app 

 

Keep well, positive and making Manchester Magic,  

Thank you for all your support, 

 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

 

https://www.manchester-academy.org/parents/weduc-parent-app
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Year 7 

Firstly, I hope that all our families had a restful half-term and managed to enjoy the beautiful 
weather in some way. I also hope that those celebrating Eid had an enjoyable and joyous 
celebration!  

We are now back in full force and our online lessons are stronger than ever! The wonderful staff at 
Manchester Academy have been super busy over half-term preparing, engaging and challenging 
lessons, activities and projects for our students to enjoy whilst still being home. I would like to take 
this opportunity to remind you that we have two online lessons a day for students at 10:30am-
11:30am and 1:30pm-2:30pm. These lessons are registered and students’ attendance online is 
recorded and sent to myself to monitor and enable me to praise those with fabulous attendance!  

In hope of driving attendance to online classes we have categorised students into the following 
categories based on engagement: A lot, Some, Little or None. I am delighted to see so many Year 7’s 
are in the ‘A lot’ category and are consistently engaging with the lessons and sending high quality 
work to their subject teachers. I am now challenging those Year 7’s who are accessing classes 
sometimes to make this an ‘A lot’ so that I can continue to send vouchers to students and celebrate 
their hard work and effort! Of course, those students without internet access who are working from 
paper packs must also be recognised as I have spoken with many parents whose children are racing 
through these work parks and are asking for more – I will be balancing the Home Learning Hero 
winners with a combination of both online and paper workers to recognise all our Year 7 superstars!  

With this said, the Home Learning Heroes for the week 18th – 22nd May are: 

• Hussain Shah 
• Sanjna Sokar  
• Abdullah Qasim 
• Khamarni Thompson – Edmonson  
• Youness Afadiss - Fatimi  
 

Well done! You will all be receiving a voucher in the post. I have had contact from some students 
concerned that their voucher for previous weeks is yet to arrive. I apologise for the delay but, as a 
school we wanted to ensure that the vouchers were for use online so as not to encourage 
unnecessary trips to shops when they do reopen and therefore, we have been waiting for these to 
arrive. These are now all being sent, and you should receive them very soon! If you do not receive 
them in the next 14 days, please contact me again. Apologies again for this delay.  

Mr Ahmed and I continue to have regular contact with our Year 7 families, and this is an enjoyable 
process as we both take such delight in hearing how well our families are doing during this time! We 
have managed to reach many families who we previously could not get hold of this week and we 
have been thrilled to have those positive conversations. Thank you for continuously engaging with 
us when we reach out, we really appreciate your support!  

I mentioned before half-term that we will be beginning to focus on students becoming Year 8 ready, 
and this led me to ask students three key questions in my assembly this week. Please check these 
out and discuss them with your children at home in order to help them familiarise themselves with 
the idea that they will be starting Year 8 in the not too distant future! With this in mind, I will again 



   
 

 

reiterate how important attendance to classes is ahead of Year 8. We cannot wait to start teaching 
our exciting Year 8 curriculum and any gaps in knowledge students have will mean we spend time 
recapping as opposed to covering new content – this is something we aim to avoid if possible as we 
have so many fabulous things planned!  

In the coming weeks there will also be opportunities arising for students to get involved with 
leadership projects which enable them to have a say in how the school runs and work with the Year 
Directors and SLT to make decisions on behalf of our student body! Encourage your children to 
check my assembly which is sent out via both email and Microsoft teams every Monday at 8:30am 
to keep up to date with this and get involved when the opportunity arises!  

I thank you again and always for your continuous support and engagement. I miss our students and 
families dearly and cannot wait until the day we all reunite as a school community and continue to 
thrive in person – until then stay in contact and keep shining!  

 

Miss Tregelles. 

 

Year 8 

 
Dear Y8, 
 
It was good to see the number of online users grow last week, make sure you log on to Microsoft 
Teams every day at 10:30am and 1:30pm for your lessons. 
 
I challenged the students in my online assembly last week to use an internet tool that would suggest 
what careers you may like to choose, make sure you have a go, it is important that we think forward 
with options coming up. 
 
Finally this week the pastoral staff set a challenge to do a Tiktok dance. We shared a great dance, I 
have said great feedback on my moves, did you manage to match them?  Please share them via 
social media. 
 
Mr Boyle. 
 

 

Year 9 

Dear Y9,  

Our Year 9 students are now in the end game of their academic year and heading into the most 
important part of their school lives with GCSEs only around the corner. Over the next few weeks it is 
vital that our students are engaged with their online lessons and are preparing themselves mentally 
for Y10.  



   
 

 

Within this week’s assembly, I reminded the students of the Manchester Academy virtual timetable 
to ensure that a good routine is still in place after the half-term. Engagement is imperative and each 
student that has access to online learning should attend every lesson that is provided to them. Every 
student in KS3 has a lesson at 10.30 – 11.30 and 13.30 – 14.30, therefore, all students that have 
access to Microsoft Teams should ideally log on 15 minutes before their lesson to minimise 
disruption and missing important information.  

We have seen an increase of students engaging with online lessons over the last few weeks with ATL 
1 percentages rising. However, we still have a pack of students that ‘sometimes log on’ to 
participate. These students are currently sitting in the ATL 2 bracket. Over the final few weeks, 
myself and Mr Gill will be making phone calls home to try and encourage more students to partake 
with online learning. Our first task is to push the students from ATL 2 to ATL 1. By doing this, 
students will then be eligible to enter the Home Learning Heroes prize draw which could provide 
them with vouchers to spend online. Each student will be notified through their school’s Outlook 
account daily, telling them which subject they have today and when. The notification will come into 
play 15 minutes before each lesson as a reminder to log on and when the lesson begins.  

Finally, we have the Manchester Magic enrichment programme. This week the students have been 
asked to partake in the DCC’s can dance challenge, Geography’s ‘Where in the world?’, History’s 
codebreaking challenge and Mr Thomas’ Top Tracks. All challenges and videos can be found on the 
school’s Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram pages. We encourage the students to partake in 
the enrichment programme as it gives them time to relax and communicate with staff and students 
within Manchester Academy in a fun way.  

Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe.  

Regards,  

Mr Thomas. 

 

Year 10 

 

Good afternoon to all of our year 10 families; I hope you are keeping well and safe. I find it 
impossible to believe that we are coming to the end of week 11 of the nationwide lockdown; time 
has gone so quickly but I feel like it's been a lifetime since I have seen your fantastic children! I can't 
wait to be back at school. 

Next week we are inviting a number of pupils into the academy for a 'pre-admittance meeting' prior 
to our wider return on the 15th. These families will be contacted on Monday and given a very 
specific time slot to come into school. These meetings will be primarily led by myself and Ms Abela 
with support from other departments and specialist teachers. 

In terms of returning, we will be sending correspondence regarding days/groups/times next week. 
As always, please contact me if you have any questions: lyndsey.henzell@manchester-academy.org. 

mailto:lyndsey.henzell@manchester-academy.org
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A huge well done to those pupils who are regularly logging in and completing work; year 10 are 
proving that they are Year 11 ready more and more each week; thanks so much for the support you 
are all giving to us and your children. We do however, still have a large amount of students who 
aren't engaging as much or as well as we need them to: please ensure your child is doing so as it is 
vital! 

Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to speaking with and seeing you all very soon. 

 

With love and very best wishes as always,  

 

Mrs Henzell. 

 

Year 11 

 

As our year 11 students enter the final official term of their school career, the Academy has focused 
on getting our students engaged through a variety of challenges via emails, virtual assemblies and 
social media.  

United Learning and many other educational institutions have recognised all the hard work and that 
Manchester Academy is magic.  

The Academy has found numerous fun and engaging ways to capture the imagination of our 
students and their communities.  

From the Maths Department counting your steps to a million to the PE Department and their kick up 
challenge, there has been no limit to the Academy staff’s vigour and determination to support our 
students in the virtual world. Many educational challenges have raised the profile of what the 
Academy is trying to achieve during our period apart from students. Education with character via 
remote learning. 

This week, the Directors of Character and Culture set a TikTok challenge via social media 
encouraging pupils and staff to come together and have some fun!  

Ms Patrick, KS4 Director of Climate and Behaviour, has been working hard to coordinate the college 
process to ensure that students are up to date with the relevant information and offering support.  

In regard to college admissions, colleges and institutions have advised that due to the current 
working restrictions, admissions teams are working at a reduced capacity and therefore will take 
significantly longer to process. If your child is concerned about this process, then we would advise 
that they contact the college directly for further updates and information. 

 

The Manchester College – 0333 322 2444 



   
 

 

 

Connell College - 0161 232 9200 

 

Xaverian - 0161 224 1781 

 

Loretto - 0161 226 5156 

 

WHGS - 0161 226 2054 

 

Trafford College - 0161 886 7070 

 

Stockport College - 0161 296 5000 

 

For students interested in an apprenticeship please use the following website for further 
information: 

www.salfordcc.ac.uk/apprenticeships/ 

Although our doors are closed, and our classrooms empty, the Academy is still here for you and your 
child. If any parent or student needs any help or support with anything at all please feel free to 
contact me.   

 

Stay safe, 

 

Mr Clarke.  
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